DNA barcoding of morid cods reveals deep divergence in the antitropical Halargyreus johnsoni but little distinction between Antimora rostrata and Antimora microlepis.
DNA barcoding strongly suggests that specimens of the slender codling (Halargyreus johnsonii) from New Zealand and Tasmania belong to a different species to H. johnsonii reported from other areas. Sequence divergence between the two groups averaged 3.95%, much higher than within-group divergences of 0.03 and 0.02% for specimens, respectively, from New Zealand-Tasmania and from the North Pacific, Atlantic Ocean, and Southern Ocean. Meristic data for specimens from New Zealand and from the Southern Ocean north of the Ross Sea support the conclusion of two species. DNA barcodes for two sister taxa, Antimora rostrata and Antimora microlepis, show low intra-species (0.3-0.06%) and inter-species (0.23%) divergence.